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Is this webinar for me?

* You have or will have an I-20 or DS-2019 from UC Berkeley

* You are a new or readmitted F-1/J-1 Degree-seeking Student or new
UCEAP Exchange Student

* A J-1 student has one of the following categories listed in Section 4 of the DS-
2019: STUDENT-NON-DEGREE, STUDENT BACHELORS, STUDENT MASTERS OR
STUDENT DOCTORATE.

* You are NOT a J-1 Scholar, post-doc, or Visiting Student Researcher

* You have questions about applying for your F/J student visa or entry
to the U.S.!

* Other questions: Employment, changing visa categories, academic
issues? Please meet with a BIO advisor!



Current U.S. Immigration Updates & Policy Changes

* BIO welcomes you to UC Berkeley and values your presence in our academic community

e U.S. immigration policy remains unpredictable and subject to rapid change. BIO is committed to keeping you up-to-
date with resources and information.
* Important tips
* Refer to BIO for advising if you have questions or concerns!
e Read all emails from BIO!
* Use the BIO website and read carefully
* Resources:

e BIO Email Archive
e Increased Social Media Screening for F/J Visa Applicants (summary in first section of email)

e Immigration Policy Updates

e BIO’s Know Your Rights page

e BIO Immigration Policy Changes FAQ

o Legal Assistance —includes attorney resources

o NAFSA: Association of International Educators page on Current Administration Executive and Regulatory
Actions

e Travel Information

e Maintaining Status



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/student-services
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/bio-email-archive
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/bio-email-archive
https://mailchi.mp/berkeley/university-mandated-arrival-deadlines-increased-social-media-screening-for-fj-visa-applicants
https://mailchi.mp/berkeley/university-mandated-arrival-deadlines-increased-social-media-screening-for-fj-visa-applicants
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/policy-updates
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/policy-updates
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/know-your-rights
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/know-your-rights
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/immigration-policy-changes-faq
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/immigration-policy-changes-faq
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/legal-assistance
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/legal-assistance
https://www.nafsa.org/executive-and-regulatory-actions-trump2admin
https://www.nafsa.org/executive-and-regulatory-actions-trump2admin
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/entry-us-travel-and-re-entry
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/entry-us-travel-and-re-entry
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/maintaining-your-status
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/maintaining-your-status

19 Country Travel Ban- Summary

Presidential Proclamation: Restricting The Entry of Foreign Nationals to
Protect the United States from Foreign Terrorists and Other National Security and Public
Safety Threats

"full" travel ban on 12 countries ( all visa categories): Afghanistan, Burma, Chad,
Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan,
and Yemen.

 a "partial" travel ban on 7 countries (B-1, B-2, B-1/B-2, F, M, and J visas) Burundi,
Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leone, Togo, Turkmenistan, and Venezuela

* Became effective 12:01 am eastern daylight time on June 9, 2025.

* Any visa issued before the effective date of the proclamation will not be revoked.

. Additional White House Fact Sheet on the Proclamation



https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/restricting-the-entry-of-foreign-nationals-to-protect-the-united-states-from-foreign-terrorists-and-other-national-security-and-public-safety-threats/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/restricting-the-entry-of-foreign-nationals-to-protect-the-united-states-from-foreign-terrorists-and-other-national-security-and-public-safety-threats/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/restricting-the-entry-of-foreign-nationals-to-protect-the-united-states-from-foreign-terrorists-and-other-national-security-and-public-safety-threats/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/restricting-the-entry-of-foreign-nationals-to-protect-the-united-states-from-foreign-terrorists-and-other-national-security-and-public-safety-threats/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/06/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-restricts-the-entry-of-foreign-nationals-to-protect-the-united-states-from-foreign-terrorists-and-other-national-security-and-public-safety-threats/

19 Country Travel Ban- Impacts &
Exceptions

Who is impacted?
foreign nationals of the designated countries who were:
* outside of the U.S. on or after June 9, 2025, and

* Did not have a valid visa on or after June 9, 2025

Exceptions:

* F/) students who were inside the United States on June 9, 2025, or who were
outside the United States on that date but have a visa that was valid as of
June 9, 2025, are not be covered by the ban

* Additional exceptions: for dual nationals traveling on a passport from a non-
designated country, lawful permanent residents, individuals granted asylum
or refugee status, holders of diplomatic and international organization visas,
and athletes participating in events like the 2026 World Cup and the 2028
Olympics.



What type of visa do 1
need?

Non-immigrant visa
Sponsored by your school

Allow you to remain in the U.S. for
duration of status

Employment benefits

F-1 or J-1? Which status is right for you?



http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/fj_compared
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/fj_compared
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/fj_compared
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/fj_compared
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/fj_compared

Other visa categories that allow study:

H4,J-2, E-2, TD

© ESTA, B1, B2, prohibit study
Q F-2 prohibit full-time study



http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/non-fj

The Application Process

.
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(NEW/READMITTED STUDENTS) Berkeley International Office Pay SEVIS fee Complete online visa application
Submit the online Non- issues your |-20 or DS-2019. (Form DS-160)
Immigrant Information Form 1

NIF

01115
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Schedule visa interview Pay visa application fee

Receive passport back with visa Attend visa interview
appointment


http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/sevis_fee
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/i-20
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/i-20
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/i-20
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/ds-2019
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/ds-2019
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/ds-2019
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/nif
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/nif
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/nif
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/nif

Apply Early

NIF Processing: 10-15 business days
e F-11-20s & J-1 DS-2019s will be emailed
e See the Arrival Process Timeline for an overview

Visa Processing time

* Wait times for visa appointments and processing
vary by location; begin your process as early as
possible to avoid delays

* Find your consulate location and current wait
times

Visa application fees, forms and appointment
scheduling are all accessible online


https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/nif
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/arrivalflowchart.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas.html

Schedule visa
interview
appointment

Complete the
visa application
form

Pay the SEVIS
fee

Attend visa
interview

Pay the visa

application fee Receive visa

Your I-20 or DS-2019

* Certificate of Eligibility; Allows you to apply for
an F-1 or J-1 student visa.

* Contains details about you, your school, and
program of study.

* To request your |-20 or DS-2019, you must
complete the Non-immigrant Information Form

(NIF).

e BIO will email this document to you.

SEVIS ID number is located in the top corner.

1 DS-2019.0mcsuc S

2 EXPIRES: 6229-2005

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR EXCHANGE VISITOR(J-1) STATUS .. 0 suenen mive es.min

J

Tee 2
T-_Famity Name: First Namer Middie Name: Gendfr: )
g 1001 2
Date o Birth w3 iy of ikt Couniry o Birth: Citzchahiy Constry Cole:  Cilceashlp Caumiry:
; Tslar GERMANY oM GERMANY 1
Legal Prrmanent Residence Country Code: Lephl Permanest Resideace Country: Fosion Code: Fostion;
L A a1s 8 ]

US Addeen: 2399 Pledmont
Berkelsey, CA 94720-2321

. Program Sprssar Exchange Yiler Fragram
University of California at Berkeley /‘.1_5“5;
Fariiipating Frogram Offcial Dreripiiee:

PROFRSSOR; RESEARCH SCHOLAR; SHORT-TERM SCHOLAR; SPECIALIST; STUDENT ASSOCIATEy  STUDENT BACHELORS:
STUDENT DOCTORATE; STUDENT MASTERS; STUDENT NON-DEGREE

Perpose of s lorm: Begin mew program; accompanied by number (0) of m‘:u?( fanily members.

3. Fare Cavers Period: 4 Kackange Viskar Categery:

From fme-déyyry: 08-30-2004 ST NONaeaAnE

Subjeck Fietd Code. u Code Deyfiprisa:
To immeddymy: 95-20-2005 24.0155 Liberal Arpé and Scisnces, General Studies and

F-11-20

1-20, Centificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status
OMB NO. 16530038

5 r—

Felracis tte £ b ot W
Total : £13.300.01

& U5 DEPARTMENT OF STATE { INS USK OR CERTIFICATION
RESFONSIBLE OFVICER THAT A NOTIICATION COPY OF |
HAS BEEN PROVIDED T0 THE U5, DEPARTMENT
DATE.

SEVIS ID: Nooonossuj
Ny

avceune,
GIVEN NAME CLASS
Poe Smith John
NAME PASSPORT NAME
Pohn Doe=-Smith
COUNTRY OF BIRTH COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP —
UNITED KINGOOM ONITED KINGOOM
TRANSFER O
DATE OF BIRTH ADMISSION NUMBER
01 JANUARY 1980
FORM ISSUE REASON LEGACY NAME
™ opte s | INITIAL ATTENDANCE John Doe-Smith
oR SCHOOL INFORMATION
ACT AND FL 34454, A3 AMENDED "HOOL NAME SCHOOL ADDRESS
EVP School for Advanced SEVIS Studies 9002 Nancy Lane,Fr. Washington,MD 20744
lanpess rsidence reqement EVP School for Advanced SEVIS Studies
“HOOL OFFICIAL TO CONTACT UPON ARRIVAL SCHOOL CODE AND APPROVAL DATE
| lene Robertson BAL214F44444000
080 03 APRIL 2015
[] 7 Exchmmge Vissor saitis List andior PROGRAM OF STUDY
© [ seast mmentes EDUCATION LEVEL MAJOR | MAJOR 2
DOCTORATE Economics, Ceseral 45.0601 None 00.0000

INORMAL PROGRAM LENGTH PROGRAM ENGLISH PROFICIENCY ENGLISH PROFICIENCY NOTES
— 2 Months Required Student is proficiest
[PROGRAM START DATE PROGRAM END DATE
[ o e —_ 01 SEPTEMBER 2015 31 Wy 2021
THE U. 5. BEPARTMENT OF STATE RESERVES THE RIGHT T0. FINANCIALS
S e T ESTIMATED AVERAGE COSTS FOR: 9 MONTHS STUDENTS FUNDING FOR: 9 MONTHS
Tultion and Fees § 23,000 Personal Punds s 3,000
Living Expenses s 6,000 Scholarship and Teaching Assistantship § 29,000
T Expenses of Dependents (1) s 3,000 Funda From Asother Source s

Other s On-Caspus Employment s

T rozAL § 32,000 TOTAL s 32,000
REMARKS
Orientation beging $/25/2015. Please report to ISSS upon arrival.
SCHOOL ATTESTATION

certify undor pesaky of perjury that all informasin provided above was catcrod before | signd S form and is e s comect. | cxcvuod this form in the United
s s e s cvabtion f th Uk St by e o dher ol o e ol o the sden: sppication s o o scnd ofcouncs ke
ke proot of hich were 1 the school peor to th s foem. The school has determincd fhat the above samed stadcar’s
aicaons moct il stamdands o dhmision e school i fhe saices wil be i i purs Sl program of sty s écfinod by 8 CFR 214.31X6). 1 am &
icial o the wdam s s form.
x DATE ISSUED PLACE ISSUED
GNATURE OF: Helere Robertson, POSO 21 April 2018 Fr. Washi MO

STUDENT ATTESTATIO!
Bave read and agreed to comply with the terms and coaditions of mry adsssicn 4nd Suse of ay cxicas of stay. | certity that ail informataos provided oa this Sorm
mwmn-u.mum»muuqmw T cerity that | seek 1o csmer or semain i the Uniaod States sempoearilly, and solely for the

of punsuing a ful of stady at the school named above. 1 also -y ry recoeds seoded by
,..n..-nunnu.;nw-yn—-.-u.rm-p.m.m-“-u-u'mh-u\x
X
SIGNATURE OF: John Do Saith DATE
x
NAME OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNATURE ADDRESS (citystate DATE

ICE Form 1-20 A-B (1222016) Pagelof3


http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/nif
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/nif
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/nif
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/nif
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Pay the SEVIS Fee

SEVIS: Student and Exchange Visitor

Information System

* Make this payment after receiving SEVIS ID
and at least 3 days before applying for a visa
(or initially entering the US, if Canadian)

 The fee amount is subject to change, you
may pay online at and find the most up-to-
date information at: www.fmjfee.com

* Print your receipt after payment!

After paying the SEVIS fee, Canadian citizens do
not need to complete the remaining steps for visa
application. Canadian citizens will apply at the
border with required arrival documents.

-| and Customs T -

@5 U.S. Imlmgratlon("‘
/' Enforcement m

Home

Help

SEVIS Main Page

Submit Form [-901
and Fee Payment

Check 1901 Status [

Print Payment
Confirmation

Recent News and
Updates

Contact Us

Call DHS:
(US)1-703-603-3400

Student and Exchange Visitor Program: SEVIS 1901 Fee  OMB 1653-0034 (Expires 04/30/2015)

Welcome

Welcome to the Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP)
SEVIS I-901 Fee processing website.

This site provides automated capabilities that support the payment of the fee for F-1, F-3,
M-1, M-3, and J-1 Non-immigrants required and authorized by Public Law 104-208,
Subtitle D, Section 641. Please continue to read below,

Please visit the Recent News and Updates page for up to date information on changes
to the [-901 payment process.

Notice of OMB 1653-0034 Expiration

The OMB number on your receipt shows an expiration date of January 31, 2015. This
date does NOT affect your I-901 payment receipt nor does it mean your fee will expire on
January 31, 2015. It is for government, internal use only.

To complete and submit a new SEVIS Form I-901 and pay the I-901 Fee, click the
Submit Form I-901 and Fee Payment button.

|Submi1 Form I-901 and Fee F‘ayment|

To check the status of your Form I-901 or I-901 Fee payment, click the Check
I-901 Status / Print Payment Confirmation button.

[Check 1-901 Status / Print Payment Confirmation |



http://www.fmjfee.com/
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/entry-us-travel-and-re-entry
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APPLYFORAUS.VISA  inindia

Find the U.S. Embassy or
Consulate in your Country

of Nationality or Residence

APPLY FOR A LS. VISA

Go to www.usembassy.gov.

Check your local embassy or consulate’s website for specific
visa application instructions.

Current Consular © EBA00INR=1USD
Exchange Rate

IO

Look for instructions to apply for a Non-Immigrant Visa

Welcome to the 1.5, Visa Infarmation Service for India. On this website you can find iInfarmation about U.E

immigrant and nonimemegrant visas and the requirements io apply for each. You can also leam how to pay the Recent Activity
You must schedule your visa interview appointment at the U.S. Coraes Gre o et | [ e - -
Embassy or Consulate_in your country of nationality or residence. APPLY FOR A LS. VISA M{%‘%
(Rare exceptions may also be made for humanitarian or medical

emergencies or foreign policy reasons.) i

Residence Requirement: If the place of application is based on
residency, you must be able to demonstrate residence in the
country where you are applying,

Nationals of countries where the U.S. government is not
conducting routine nonimmigrant visa operations must apply at
the designated embassy or consulate, unless their residence is
elsewhere.



http://www.usembassy.gov/
http://www.usembassy.gov/
http://www.usembassy.gov/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/adjudicating-niv-applicants-in-their-country-of-residence.html
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Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS Pay the visa 4 5 Attend visa . -
¢ p s interview ) . Receive visa
20 or DS-2019 application fee appointment interview

Form DS-160

Online visa application form for all non-immigrant
visas.

U.S. VISAS —=m

LS. DEPARTMENT OF STATE - BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS

Business Employment Study & Exchange Immigrate Other Travel Set Location &  Set Nationality &

GRS A-7 Index
Confirmation Latest News
* NOTE: Visas cannot be issued from inside the I e 8 ekt o e oy LU “m
United States. You must be physically present in T e = ;‘m:::wu B o s
the country in which you are applying for the visa. ﬁ o~ - e
* Make sure to answers all questions accurately and e E::; —_—

Discover America

honestly
* When completed, print the confirmation page with
a barcode when complete.

Confirmasan st ANMAIAICE
THIS 15 HOT A VISA

Pl Castemilion  [3 Rl Al [T il Eptemtins, [ - ABOUT VISAS — THE BASICS

Fone: iliecwnicaiy vaiemamag paer [5- D68 anling sppication i the FIBET STHP i e vwas spplbcacon poosm. The Q
rant WD i T reviee S intereot oope of Bw gITOEIGE 3 COpitE WREIT you plas B0 Bopiy f0 poar vine Moot ves

sppiesh will rogd Iy chedvis @ vi nigevow, Sough e sppicesty ey ety tae wie soreegd. Tha poiian
EL L1 giahe slrerii dip o el it B wele e e b it S e, St i sAs
SRR, S O 1 EGanly Ik Gl L

TOU MUST BAINE tha conferrabon pege and T Aofieeesg dorerovi 1] =0 vou +1 88 vxpa dwring e seelorbon
preaiy

Fanamndd

Wew rraw she provide sry sddiory] docurands vow dor! will peor powr coe
Instructions

Y MUET SUBHET the confimmation page with o chasr and bgpible barscdn ot tha e of yo indervies. 0y da not
Favw oow i3 8 prindnr @ B S sokect e opfior B0 e o confirmatios aaga 1 80 omad addrErl. Fou P
pri=d el i gl fisin Per e peem ceopnls . FIH) B MQT reprd B dpleed Won pppl afia 3 ey bevn gl ey
A rwm

Flbblh Felfi 0 pl ol Bk 4B il 1 B il o B TP s Pl el Wb il Bfelal ik ok e vy il i
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DS-160 Tips

U.S. Point of Contact:

» Berkeley International Office- you can
use our address/phone and the name
of the DSO on your 1-20/DS-2019

e U.S.-based Family member or friend

Address where you will stay in the U.S.

It’s okay if you don’t know where you will live long-
term

Provide an address where you may stay when you
first arrive (hotel, friend’s house, etc)

Photo

* Upload your photo while completing the online Form
DS-160.

* Check the photo guidelines on the official website

U.S. DEPARTMENT of,STATE

Contact Us | Help | Exit

CNEEN DEUTSCH |GERMAN) v

CONSULAR ELECTRONIC APPLICATION CENTER

T T———

v Getting Started

Personal

II

® Personal 1
Personal 2
Address and Phone
Passport
Travel
Travel Companions
Previous U.5. Travel
U.5. Contact
Family

Work [ Education /
Training

Security and
Background

Help: Navigation Buttons

Click on the buttons above
to access previously

entered data.

Online Nommmuagrant Visa Application (DS-160) ApplicationID

OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 1405-0182
- . FORM NUMBER:  DS-160
Personal Information 1 EXPIRATION DATE: B/31/2017

ESTIMATED BURDEN 75 MIN

NOTE: Data on this page must match the information as it is written in your passport.

Surnames Help: Surnames

(e.g., FERNANDEZ GARCIA) Enter all surnames as
listed in your passport.
If only one name is
listed in your passport,
enter that Surname.

Given Names

Help: Given Names

(e.g., JUAN MIGUEL)
If your passport does
] ] not include a given
Full Name in Mative Alphabet name, please enter

'FNU" in Given Names.

Does Mot Apply/Technology Mot Available

Q) Have you ever used other names (i.e., maiden, religious, Help: Other Names
professional, alias, etc.)?

Other names used

A Yes Mo include your maiden
name, religious name,
professional name, ar
any other names which
yvou are known by or
have been known by in
the past.

Q: oo yvou have a telecode that represents your name? Help: Telecode


http://travel.state.gov/content/visas/english/general/photos.html
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us
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Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS Pay the visa . 5 Attend visa . -
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L e SERSEE = ,
o

Contact Us | Help | Exit

PARTERES DEUTSCH (GERMAN) v

U.S. DEP%RTMENT nf\bTJ\T )

CONSULAR ELECTRONIC APPLICATION CENTER

T T———

Online Nommmuagrant Visa Application (DS-160) ApplicationID
SeX: OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 14£05-0182
- . FORM NUMBER:  DS-160
Personal Information 1 EXPIRATION DATE: 8/31/2017

e Due to recent Executive Order the DS-160 has
removed the “gender” option and now requires —
applicants to enter their Sex (assigned at birth) Personai 2

Address and Phone

v Getting Started ESTIMATED EURDEN 75 MIN

Personal

u
-

NOTE: Data on this page must match the information as it is written in your passport.

e Check in with a BIO advisor if you have concerns

Enhanced Vetting & Social Media:

Passport
Travel

Travel Companions

Surnames

(e.g., FERNANDEZ GARCIA)

Help: Surnames

Enter all surnames as
listed in your passport
If only one name is

« Comprehensive vetting to determine applicants intend to — cnter that Surname.
engage only in activities consistent with their visa status o e— Bl Given Names
and do not pose a threat to U.S. national security egticsr! T i v

* The DS-160 also requests social media account Backaround e | T e flames
information and that you make your accounts publicly
viewable _ A T T e T T G T o s, || el

* Your online presence should reflect compliance with U.S. H]PB A pfll " SE e
laws and visa regulations roascrai o

* Consider if your social media presence presents a HPL‘“HL n
professional and appropriate representation of yourself O s e e o et ot e s e S
as you would wish to be viewed by visa or other
immigration officers

.

Review BIO’s email regarding Social Media & Vetting



https://mailchi.mp/berkeley/university-mandated-arrival-deadlines-increased-social-media-screening-for-fj-visa-applicants

B Complete the Schedule visa .
Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS = S . > Attend visa . .

Pay the visa application fee

Non-refundable fee

Sometimes called the “MRV” fee or “NIV”
application fee.

Payment instructions are specific to your local
U.S. embassy.

See the Dept. of State website for current fees
Print your receipt!



https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/fees/fees-visa-services.html

. Complete the . i
Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS 5 v Pay the visa Attend visa . -
o — af%;:lrlncatlon application fee interview [ReEie s

Schedule visa interview
appointment

* Follow instructions given by the U.S. embassy or
consulate where you intend to apply.

* Do not wait to schedule! Schedule as soon as possible!

* During Winter, be mindful of holiday closures. Wait
times for appointments can be longer during
Spring/Summer months due to high volume.

* TIMING: Some visas lengths can as short as 3 months,
and are generally issued with an immediate start date.
Scheduling an interview too early could result in
receiving a visa that will expire before the start of the
program. The max visa length/number of entries is
determined by the visa category/country of citizenship.
Check the Reciprocity Table for your country of
citizenship and the visa category.




Receive the |-
20 or DS-2019

Pay t?eeeSEVIS visa a Ication
m

Preparing for the
interview

Check the U.S. embassy website for a complete

list of documents required for the interview.

Prepare to bring:

* Passport

 1-20 or DS-2019

* Acceptance letter(New Students) or / Proof
of enrollment (readmitted/current students)

e Proof of funding (financial statements,
award letters)

* SEVIS Fee receipt

 DS-160 Confirmation page




B Complete the - Schedule visa
Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS 5 B et Pay the visa 4 5 . -
. visa application [P interview Receive visa
20 or DS-2019 ppli application fee I

The interview

What to expect

* Security at the U.S. Embassy - find out what
items will not be allowed inside the building
before you go.

* Wait for your number to be called.

* A brief interview; only a few minutes!

The interviewer is interested in:
* Your studies

* Non-immigrant intent

* Financial ability

* Language ability




Complete the

77 t?:eSEVIS visa application
r

Schedule visa
interview
appointment

Receive the I- Pay the visa
20 or DS-2019

Interview Tips

* Answer questions concisely and honestly.

* Be aware that the consulate may also
conduct a social media review and ask you
information related to your social media.
Be mindful about what information you
post online.

* If you don't understand something, don’t
be afraid to ask.

* Be respectful and courteous.




. Complete the 5 Schedule visa 5
Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS 5 v Pay the visa . 5 Attend visa
licat [t : .
L - af%?rlffa = application fee ar;gf)eimlni‘gm HEERIEW

Recelve visa

Check U.S. embassy website for instructions for
passport pick-up or delivery.

P-1-00352. SECTION212(E) APPLIES.

Check the visa for accuracy CLEARANCE RECEIVED 26-DEC-2007

* Spelling of your name

* Visa type: F-1or J-1

The maximum length of the visa and number of entries is
determined by the visa category/country of citizenship, and is
subject to the visa officer’s discretion. See the Reciprocity Table
for your country of citizenship and the visa category for more
information.




Administrative
Processing

Some students may face a delay in visa

)

processing, called “Administrative Processing”.

Contact BIO if you have concerns about a
delayed arrival.

Some cases may resolve in a few weeks.
Average processing is 60-90 days, but in some
cases can take as long as 6 months.

U .S. Dept. of State Administrative Processing
Information

Berkeley International Office administrative
processing information

f“:'k 5 U.S. Department of State
&b LN NONIMMIGRANT VISA APPLICATION

A — .
%t"r'ﬁc’;a’ Administrative Processing
.\qn‘.‘."‘

Application ID or Case Number: [ ]
Case Creation Date: 20-Dec-2012
Status Updated Date: 21-Dec-2012

Your visa case is currently undergoing necessary administrative processing. This processing can
take several weeks. Please follow any instructions provided by the Consular Officer at the time
of your interview. If further information is needed, you will be centacted. If your visa application
is approved, it will be processed and mailed/available within two business days.

For mere information, please visit TRAVEL STATE, GOV,

Cloze



https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/administrative-processing-information.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/administrative-processing-information.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/administrative-processing-information.html
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/security_clearances
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/security_clearances
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/security_clearances

Don’t panic if your visa is denied!
Ask for the reason of denial in writing.

Make detailed notes about the interview
(officer’s name, questions asked, and your
answers).

Email internationaloffice@berkeley.edu and
recount details including the location of the
consulate and the date and time of your
interview.

After consulting with a BIO advisor, you may
consider to re-apply with additional
information that addresses the denial reason.



mailto:internationaloffice@berkeley.edu

Visas for family

Visas for Dependents

¢ F-2
)

Who's eligible for F-2/)-27
e Children under 21
* Legally married spouse

How do they apply for F-2/J-2 visa?

e Same DS-160 process!

* May apply with the F-1 or J-1 or independently

* Will need their own documents and copies of
the F-1/J-1 documents

* For more information see BIO Inviting Family
webpage



http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/inviting_family

Arriving in the U.S.

NEW STUDENTS: You can enter the U.S. up to 30 days before the Program Start Date on the I-20 or DS-2019.
For many Spring 2026 programs the Program Start is

01/13/2026.
The Earliest Admission Date would be 12/14/2025 IBILITY FOR EXCHANGE VISITORG-1) STATUS Soivcics

ESTIMATED BURDEN TIME: 5 min

Department of Homeland Security 1-20, Centificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant
U5, Immigration and Customs Enforcement OMB NO. 1653-0038

SEVISID: NO0O04720633
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Preparing for Arrival

Carry all required documents with you, not in your
checked bag!

If possible, arrive during BIO Office hours Monday-
Friday from 10-12 or 1-4pm. If you have a problem
during arrival, request that CBP call BIO.

Do not bring any restricted items. Make sure you
follow rules regarding travel with medications,
food, or pets.

Medical and recreational marijuana remains
illegal under U.S. federal law. Possession or use
may result in deportation or incarceration.

It is illegal to bring drug paraphernalia into the
United States, unless prescribed for authentic
medical conditions such as diabetes.

Be aware that U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) may inspect your electronic devices.

See the ACLU’s tips regarding precautions you can
take to prepare your devices for travel.



https://www.cbp.gov/travel/us-citizens/know-before-you-go/prohibited-and-restricted-items
https://www.aclu.org/blog/free-future/can-border-agents-search-your-electronic-devices-its-complicated

Required Arrival
Documents

Be prepared to present the following documents to the
CBP Officer:

* Passport (valid for at least 6 months into the future)
with a valid F or J nonimmigrant visa (if applicable)

e Original form |-20 or DS-2019

e Evidence of financial resources (see Required
Funding Documentation)

* Proof of UC Berkeley admission (new students) or
enrollment (readmitted/current students)

* Proof of SEVIS fee payment

Officers may ask you questions about your reason for
entering the U.S., where you are traveling, or about your
academic program.

If you encounter problems at entry, please contact Berkeley
International Office as soon as possible:
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/i20
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/i20
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/i20
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/ds2019
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/ds2019
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/ds2019
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/required-funding-documentation
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/required-funding-documentation
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us
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internationaloffice.berkeley.edu

General questions: internationaloffice@berkeley.edu

NIF questions: nif@berkeley.edu

510-642-2818
Student Advising Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday (No advising on Wednesday!):
10am-12pm and 1pm-4pm (PT)

https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/student-services



http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/
mailto:internationaloffice@berkeley.edu
mailto:nif@berkeley.edu
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/virtual-student-advising
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/virtual-student-advising
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/virtual-student-advising
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